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Japan's Aging Population

Articles and Essays

The Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour

and Welfare
http://www.mhlw.go.jp/english/index.html
Presents an overview of the responsibilities and
administrative activities of the Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare (formerly the Ministry of
Health and Welfare and the Ministry of Labour).
Provides an explanation of the administrative
structure of the Ministry, White Papers and Reports,
Policy Information, Statistics and Other Data, and
links to related sites.

General Principles Concerning Measures

for the Aging
http://www.mofa.go.jp/j_info/japan/socsec/aging.
html

A report from the Japanese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Outlines former Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto's thoughts on some of the issues Japan
faces and the ways it is dealing withthem as
proposed at the 1996 Group of Seven Summit in
Lyon, France.

Demographic Trends and their Implications

for Japan's Future
http://www.mofa.go.jp/j_info/japan/socsec/ogaw
a.html

A report from the Japanese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Discusses the drop in Japan's fertility rates,
the choice of individuals to remain single, co-
residence with parents, the timing of births, the
graying society, women's growing care burden, the
changing family organization, and the burden of
supporting an aging society.

Elderly Care and Women
http://wom-jp.org/e/JIWOMEN/kaigo.html

Part of the Women's Online Media of Japan site.
This article by Professor Keiko Higuchi explores
changes in the lifestyles of women in the face of an
aging society and the realities of caregiving,
discusses the establishment of the Women's
Association for a Better Aging Society and
participation in policy making.

Chiba City News
http://lwww.city.chiba.jp/news/980415/980415e.ht
ml

Ilustrates how the city of Chiba, Japan is
responding to the challenges of an aging population.

Senior Citizen Special Welfare Services
(Chiba City)
http://lwww.city.chiba.jp/news/970515/970515e.ht
ml

Introduces city services established to accommodate
the elderly.

Statistics

Health and Welfare Services for the Elderly
http://www.mhlw.go.jp/english/wp/wp-
hw/vol2/p2c7.html

Part of the Ministry of Health, Labour, and
Welfare's Annual Report on Health and Welfare
1999. Provides detailed charts with breakdowns of
Health Service System for the Elderly, The Number
of Elderly Participants per 1,000 Population in FY



1996, Health Services for the Elderly, Health
Services Facilities for the Elderly, and Designated
Home Visit Nursing Care Services for the Elderly.

Society

http://web-
japan.org/stat/category_11.html#Elderly_
Welfare

Part of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs' publication,
The Japan of Today. Presents statistical

information, in narrative and chart forms, on Japan's
population structure, social security, and social
welfare systems.

Income of People over 60 Years Old
http://web-japan.org/stat/stats/220PN31.html
Data from the Public Opinion Survey on Household
Savings and Consumption from The Central
Council for Savings Information. Provides
information on the source of income for people over
60 years old.

International Comparisons of Old-age

Pensions
http://web-japan.org/stat/stats/11WEL64.html
From the Annual Report of Health and Welfare
from the Ministry of Health and Welfare. Offers
comparative figures for Japan, the United States,
and several European nations.

International Comparison of Public Opinion

on Supporting Elderly Parents
http://web-japan.org/stat/stats/220PN32.html
Data from a survey of people aged 18 to 24 from
Japan, U.S.A., U.K., Germany, France, Sweden,
South Korea, Philippines, Thailand, Brazil, and
Russia. From The 6th World Youth Survey, Youth
Affairs Administration, Management and
Coordination Agency.

Households with Older Occupants
http://web-japan.org/stat/stats/O1CEN32.html
Offers a comparison of households with older
occupants 1980-2000.
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