
 
 
 
HONORS PROGRAM ALUMNI 
HOME DEPARTMENTS AND THESIS TOPICS 
 

 

1 

Lindsay Arnold, 2002 
International Relations 
The Case of East Timor: Humanitarian Intervention in a 
Unipolar World 
 
Michael Baer, 2008 
Political Science 
Coercing Terrorists: Can It Be Done? 
 
Stuart Baimel ,  2009 
Political Science 
Trilateralism and Bilateralism: US-Korea-Japan Relations 
 
Luke Beckman, 2009 
Human Biology 
Social Networking, Technology, and Community Resilience: 
Rethinking How We Prepare for and Respond to Crises 
 
Jennifer Bernal ,  2009 
Public Policy 
Intelligence Reform in Mexico 
 
Andrew B lotky , 2002 
Political Science 
The Enigma of Bill Clinton's Foreign Policy Legacy: 
Understanding the Relationship between Words & Deeds 
in US Foreign Policy 
 
Bernard B luhm, 2008 
Materials Science & Engineering 
Stalling for Time: Illicit Uranium, Enrichment, Maraging 
Steel, and the Technical Circumvention of Nonproliferation 
Export Controls 
 
Henry Bridge, 2006 
Computer Science 
Identity Fraud and Terrorism: Are National IDs an Answer? 
 
Brian Burton , 2007  
Political Science 
Counterinsurgency Principles and US Military Effectiveness 
in Iraq 
*Firestone Medal 

 
Sarah Catanzaro,  2009 
International Relations 
Mergers and Acquisitions: Analyzing Terrorist Group 
Interactions Using Corporate Models 
 
Michael Chait k in , 2008 
International Relations 
Bargaining and Typology: A Theory of Economic Sanctions 
Success 
*William J. Perry Award 

Albert Chang , 2006 
Political Science 
Managing Peace Across the Taiwan Strait: The Impact of 
Cross-Strait Relations on Taiwanese Identity and the Desire 
for Independent Statehood 
 
Natal ie Chang,  2008 
Human Biology 
“A Least-Likely Case of Compliance”: The World Health 
Organization and Chinese Cooperation During the 2003 
SARS Epidemic 
 
Sheena Chestnut , 2005 
Political Science 
The "Sopranos State"? North Korean Involvement in 
Criminal Activity and Implications for International Security 
*Firestone Medal 

 
Tarun Chhabra, 2002 
Slavic Languages and Literature 
The Generals' Intervention: US Humanitarian Intervention 
in Somalia, 1992-1993 
 
Mart ine Cicconi ,  2007  
Political Science  
Weighing the Costs of Aggression and Restraint: Explaining 
Variations in India’s Response to Terrorism 
 
John Cieslewicz , 2004 
Computer Science 
Attacks and Accidents: Policy to Protect the Power Grid’s 
Critical Computing and Communication Needs 
*William J. Perry Award 

 
Keith Coleman, 2002 
Computer Science  
Beyond 'Electronic Pearl Harbor': Lessons for Averting a 
Digital September 11 
*Firestone Medal 
 
Caro l ine Conway, 2001 
International Relations 
Minding the Gap: Refugee Reintegration and the Relief-
Development Debate 
 
Zack Cooper, 2005 
Public Policy 
Roman and British Experiences with Maritime Piracy and 
Implications for Combating Terrorism Today 
 
Anne-Marie Corley , 2004 
Slavic Languages/Literature 
Lifting the Fog: Trends and Methodology in Friendly Fire 
Research 
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Dana Craig , 2004 
Political Science 
Signaling Failures During the Cold War 
 
Nee la Dasgupta, 2002 
Biological Sciences 
Policy Entrepreneurs, Security, and an Epidemic: The 
Decision to Declare HIV/AIDS a Global and U.S. Security 
Threat in 2000 
*William J. Perry Award 

 
Madhav i Devasher, 2006 
International Relations 
Coups and Conflict: Weak Civilian Control and the 
Prospect for Democratic Peace in South Asia 
 
Sagar Doshi ,  2009 
Political Science 
The New Kid on the Block: An Evaluation of the Homeland 
Security Council 
 
E l izabeth Eraker , 2004 
History 
Cities as Critical Nodes: The Influence of Air Force Doctrine 
in the Targeting of the Atomic Bomb 
*John and Marjorie Hines Prize, Undergraduate Research in 
American History 

 
Jane Esberg,  2009 
International Relations 
Regimes of Terror: The Relationship Between Democracy 
and Terrorism in Chile 
 
Andrea Everett , 2004 
Political Science 
Allegiance and Accession: Expansion of the Transatlantic 
Battleground into Central and Eastern Europe 
 
Just ine Fisher, 2002 
International Relations 
Between Iraq and a Hard Place: U.S. Efforts at Regime 
Change and Lessons for the Future 
 
Wil l  Frankens tein , 2007  
Mathematics  
Chinese Energy Security and International Security: A Case 
Study Analysis  
 
Er ica Gaston, 2003 
International Relations 
Rethinking European Security: From New World Order to 
New Defense Initiative, 1989-2003 
 
Tarek Ghan i , 2004 
Symbolic Systems 
Between War and Peace: State-Building in Post-Taliban 
Afghanistan 
 

Michele Goldman, 2008 
International Relations 
Adequacy of Preparations for a WMD Attack in U.S. Cities: 
Critical Lessons from the Israeli Experience 
*Firestone Medal 

 
Tanya Goldman, 2003 
International Relations, Spanish 
A Genocide Missed: International Policy Failure in Rwandan 
Reconstruction 
 
Alexander Gren inger, 2003 
International Relations, Biological Sciences  
Beyond the Last Move: Developing Biodefenses to 
Engineered Anthrax and Smallpox 
*Firestone Medal 

 
Kunal Gu l lapa l l i , 2007  
Management Science & Engineering  
Understanding Water Rationality: A Game-Theoretic 
Analysis of Cooperation and Conflict Over Scarce Water 
 
Nidhi Gupta , 2003 
International Relations, Management Science & 
Engineering 
A Genocide Missed: International Policy Failure in Rwandan 
Reconstruction 
 
Kate Hadley ,  2008 
Political Science 
Against Many Enemies: An Analysis of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization and its Members 
 
Zachary Haldeman , 2003 
Mathematics 
New Roles for Nuclear Weapons: Bunker Busting and 
Agent Defeat 
 
Sherri Hansen, 2007  
Political Science  
Explaining the Use of Child Soldiers 
*William J. Perry Award 

 
Ben Hewlett , 2001 
International Relations 
Coordination or Confusion: A Study of Interagency 
Cooperation in the US Domestic Counter-Terrorism 
Community 
 
David Houska,  2008 
International Relations 
Up in Arms: The NRA and US Foreign Policy 
 
Nina Hsu, 2005 
Political Science 
Chinese Assistance in the Pakistani Nuclear Program 
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Sohan Japa, 2005 
Biomechanical Engineering 
A Path to Peril: Understanding the Technical Hurdles of 
Biological Weapon Production 
 
Karamveer S ingh Jhawar, 2002 
Political Science, Biological Sciences 
The Failures of September 11th and Implications for 
Bioterrorism Scenarios 
 
Therin Jones,  2008 
Science, Technology, and Society 
RCS, Coded Configurations and Other Constraints of 
Stealth: A Case Study of the F-22 Raptor 
 
Merri t  Kennedy ,  2008 
International Relations 
Counterterrorism Operations and Non-Combatant 
Immunity: Legal and Ethical Approaches to Israel’s 
Targeted Killing Campaign 
 
Danie l Kl iman, 2004 
Political Science 
Japan's Defense Policy in the Post 9/11 World: Toward a 
'Normal' Nation 
*William J. Perry Award 

 
Bradley Larson , 2005 
Political Science 
Soft Power: US Foreign Aid Post-9/11 
 
Michael Lau fer, 2006 
Mechanical Engineering 
U.S. Influence and International Nonproliferation Policy: 
Revising Nuclear Export Controls in the 1970s 
 
E l i  Lazaru s, 2006 
International Relations 
Rearming the Law: Popular Motivations for Amendment of 
Japan's Pacifist Constitution 
*Firestone Medal 
 
Grace Lee , 2003 
International Relations 
The North Korean Nuclear Program: A Revisionist History 
*William J. Perry Award 

 
Andy Le ifer , 2007  
Physics, Political Science  
International Scientific Engagement for Mitigating Emerging 
Nuclear Security Threats 
 
Savannah Lengsfelder , 2004 
International Relations 
At Home in Our World: Evolving Ideologies in American 
Foreign Policy 

Will iam Lev i , 2006 
Political Science 
Identifying and Explaining Change: Development of US 
Interrogation Policy 1949-2006 
*William J. Perry Prize  

 
Frances Lewis , 2005 
International Relations 
The Yellow Light Reactor: An Explanation of the Stop and 
Go Progress at Bushehr 
 
Jocelyn Loftus -Wil l iams, 2002 
Slavic Languages and Literature 
Soviet Nuclear Submarine Accidents: Cold War Policies and 
Legacies 
 
James Madsen , 2007  
Political Science  
Filling the Gap: The Rise of Military Contractors in the 
Modern Military 
 
Meena Ma l l ipeddi , 2003 
International Relations 
Rethinking International Relations: The United States, The 
Great Powers, and the Changing International System 
 
Victor Marsh I I , 2005 
International Relations 
A Responsibility to Consult? Local Policy Ownership During 
Transitional Governance 
 
Nico Mart inez , 2007  
Political Science 
Protracted Civil War and Failed Peace Negotiations in 
Colombia 
 
Oriana Mast ro, 2006 
East Asian Studies 
The Making of Security Policy in China: Theory and Practice 
 
John McCormick,  2009 
Public Policy 
Iran’s Support for Shiite Militias in Iraq 
 
Jess ica  McLaughl in , 2005 
Management Science & Engineering 
A Bayesian Updating Model for Intelligence Analysis: A 
Case Study of Iraq's Nuclear Weapons Program 
*William J. Perry Award 

 
Mr inal Menon, 2008 
International Relations, Economics 
Controlled Competition: Mitigating Factors in the China-
India Rivalry 
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Michael Mi l le r , 2006 
Physics 
Post-explosion Nuclear Attribution and its Role in 
Deterrence 
 
Niko Milonopoulos,  2009 
Political Science 
It’s Not Rocket Science: Why Does the U.S. Pursue 
Deployment of Missile Defense Systems in Europe? 
 
Theo Milonopoulos,  2009 
Political Science 
Private Security Contractors in Counterinsurgency 
Operations 
 
Blake Mobley , 2001 
Psychology 
Constructive Ambiguity: In No Uncertain Terms Deliberate 
Ambiguity in Negotiated Peace Settlements 
 
Mojan Movassate , 2006 
Economics, International Relations 
Iran's Energy Needs and Nuclear Power 
 
Vip in Narang , 2001 
Chemical Engineering 
India's Chemical Weapon's History: Motivations & 
Implications for Indian Foreign Policy 
 
Danie l Noble, 2001 
Economics, Political Science 
Rationalizing ABM in the 1960s: The Decisions to Deploy 
Sentinel & Safeguard 
*Firestone Medal 
 
Seepan Parseghian , 2007  
Political Science and Russian/Eurasian Studies  
The Survival of Unrecognized States in the Hobbesian 
Jungle  
 
Stacy Pepper , 2006 
Political Science 
Peace from the Pieces: United Nations Learning and 
Reform after Rwanda and Srebrenica 
 
Natasha Pereira -Kamath ,  2008 
Political Science 
Lifting the Hydrocarbon Curtain: An Analysis of Russian 
Energy Policy through the Prisim of Gazprom and its Effect 
on European Energy Security 
 
Matthew P latk in ,  2009 
Political Science 
China's Investments in Africa 

Erica P latt , 2001 
English, Political Science 
Losing Balance: The Politics of US Encryption Regulation 
During the Clinton Administration 
 
Amy Reed, 2006 
Economics, Political Science 
Optimization of A Nuclear Fuel Cycle Exchange Program 
Using Credible Commitment Theory 
 
Dave Ryan , 2007  
International Relations 
Security Guarantees in Non-Proliferation Negotiations 
 
Sh ivan Sar in , 2008 
Public Policy 
The Will to Arm: Analyzing the Domestic Political Economy 
of International Security 
 
Yoav Schles inger , 2001 
Individually-Designed Major (H&S) 
Fumes of Faith: Iranian Chemical Weapons Use in the 
Iran-Iraq War as the Failure in 'Islamic Militancy' and the 
Ascendance of Pragmatism 
 
Katherine Schlosser, 2007  
Biology  
Gene Expression Profiling: A New Warning System for 
Bioterrorism 
 
Jared Schott , 2003 
Economics, Political Science 
Assessing Policy Relevance Fifty Years Later: Germany and 
Japan in Modern Nation-Building 
 
Nigar Shaikh , 2007  
Human Biology, Political Science  
No Longer Just the “Spoils of War:” Rape as an Instrument 
of Military Policy 
 
Kev in S iew, 2005 
Management Science & Engineering 
Winning the Ideological War on Terrorism in Southeast 
Asia: Evaluating the Singapore Model 
 
Oliv ia S imantob (Te ich), 2002 
International Relations 
Evaluating Legal Deterrence: Can International Courts 
Prevent War Crimes? 
 
Jennifer Stewart , 2001 
Political Science 
The Fog of Peace Enforcement: Civil-Military Integration in 
Peace Enforcement Operations 
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Chris t ine Su , 2007  
History, Political Science 
British Counterterrorism Legislation Since 2000: 
Parlimentary and Government Evaluations of Enhanced 
Security 
 
Michael Su lmeyer, 2002 
Political Science 
Power in the Kremlin: The Rationale Behind Russia's 
Invasion of Chechnya in December 1994 
 
Laura Thom, 2009 
Department of International Relations 
Opium in Afghanistan 
 
Jane Vaynman, 2004 
International Relations 
Nunn-Lugar Programs: Post-Cold War Security Cooperation 
and an Emerging Security Framework 
 
Lu is Vert iz , 2006 
Political Science 
Post Conflict Chimeras: Provincial Reconstruction Teams in 
Afghanistan 
 
Anya Vodopyanov , 2004 
History, Political Science 
A Watchful Eye Behind the Iron Curtain: The US Military 
Liaison Mission in Germany, 1953-61 
*Firestone Medal 
 
Chris topher Wil l iams, 2005 
Physics 
Closing the Nuclear Fuel Cycle: A Component Based 
Analysis of Options for Spent Fuel Management 
 
Peter Wil l iams,  2009 
English, Political Science 
The Implications of Partition and Secession for Regional 
Security 
 
Paul Yoo, 2006 
Political Science 
A Method to the Madness? The Case of North Korea’s 
Negotiation Strategy 
*William J. Perry Prize  
 
Lauren Young, 2007  
International Relations 
Peacebuilding without Politics: The World Bank and Post 
Conflict Reconstruction 
 
Michael Zappert , 2003 
Economics, Management Science & Engineering  
Radiological Weapons: Assessing and Communicating an 
Emerging Terrorist Risk 

Ming Zhu , 2005 
International Relations 
Power and Cooperation: Understanding the Road Towards 
a Truth Commission 
 
Casey Zuber, 2008 
International Relations  
African Union-United Nations Hybrid Peacekeeping 
Operations: Political or Practical Viability? 
 
Sarah Zukerman, 2003 
International Relations 
Repression and Rebellion: The Roots of Conflict in El 
Salvador and Peace in Honduras 
 
 
 


