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Rural Modernization and Urbnization in
China
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Generally realizing modernization by 2050 is the
working target the 1.3 billion Chinese people. The
pivots and difficulties mainly lie in rural areas, lies in
iIncreasing farmers’ income; but the fundamental
solution is outside rural area, depending on the lead
development of cities and their boosting effects.
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Rural Modernization and Urbanization in

China

B E A I U R R R The pivots and difficulties in

China’s modernization lie in the rural areas

R A A AL PR AT 4 A2 2D Ak [ The prerequisite for China rural
modernization in reducing the number of farmers

Pk vp [ AR I AR A& 42 /2 385 T 4 The fundamental route for farmer
reduction is urbanization

A [ AR (R AN R RS R A 3 T AN K J€ Stagnancy in the
development of rural China is due to insufficient city development
bk it A se iy s A A ARtk Accelerating urbanization can
promote rural modernization

o [ A A BRA A 5 30k i b e 5 RIS T R A i 8. China’s
rural modernization shall be harminzed with urbanization and the
boosting effects to rural development
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The Pivots and Difficulties of China’s Modernization Lie in
Rural Areas

n PEANAOESL, KAEWENOK1.66F, 1A%
FEAN R s B NI AT SRS TR 1/3

China has 800 million rural residents, around 1.6 times the
number of Chinese urban population; the per capita net
income of farmers is only 1/3 of the per capita disposable

income of urban residents

n KRR 2 4B — T A RS R KR 2 22 0E, 260
BCR TP T i h e, —H B K.
The duel structure of long-term urban and rural segmentation
creates excessive urban and rural gap, which was narrowed to
some extent shortly after the reform and opening up, but then
sees a tendency of further widening
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The Pivots and Difficulties of China’s Modernization Lie in
Rural Areas

19854F A [E I 2 Ji R e s 2 2,301,

In 1985, the ratio between per capita consumption
expenditure of urban and rural residents is 2.3:1

20004 H4/11%13.0:1, By 2000, the ration had grown to

3.0:1
20034 Y4 kK%3.3:1. By 2003, the gap was further

widened to 3.3:1.
LT A IR T [T 257 fid #P TR, T 2 N 100 22K - K29 2476.0:1

If the various welfare and subsidies enjoyed by urban residents
are considered, the ratio between urban and rural per capita

consumption level is 6.0:1.
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The rural infrastructure construction lags behind and the rural residents
face limited access to transportation, communication, medical facility
and service, school education, water supply, electricity supply facilities

and transaction difficulties, tap water is available only to around 50%
of rural households.

A AR AST IR ZE TR0 BE 22 (R BEAS RO XA, o I EARAL
W E AR, AR

China’s rural modernization will encounter even more barriers
and difficulties, the pivots and difficulties of China’s

modernization concentrate in rural areas.
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The Precondition for China’s Rural Modernization is Reducing

Farmers

RNMANRZOMESFT R EMRIE, 3

- FAR R i K

REEREKE#H. BEMARR, LIARDRER,

The core task for rural modernization is creating a
rich life for farmers, and the major indicator and
top difficulty is how to make farmers richer. To
make farmers richer, the number of farmers has
to be decreased.

W AR B A ERBEEA A =

Different people have different ideas about how to

increase the income of farmers, there are 3 major
ideas
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The Precondition for China’s Rural Modernization is Reducing
Farmers

. ARRIE#Agricultural restructuring

H B AR 7 E AR AR T150%, RNV 57 ) J71k
33N, HZHE BN 1213,
Currently, farming contributes to 50% of farmers’ net income, and

330 million labors are engaged in farming, accounting for 2/3 of
rural labors.

n  RERNIEKRF I Boosting industry

development in rural areas
UL A R AR I ARAS AR AR P T4 BEISORI AR A o J

pIHPHEH . Industry in rural areas, represented by township
enterprises, plays a key role in increasing farmers’ income and
stimulating rural area development
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The Precondition for China’s Rural Modernization is Reducing
Farmers

n  RBKREfMBLightening farmers’

burden

MAZARIN, P S =R SR S R B2 A =4 Ti g8, W TR
N BAEEIEAVEH . It should be acknowledged that lightening
and abolishing various taxes and charges on agricultural activities
and farmers is of great practical significance.
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The Fundamental Route for Reducing Chinese
Farmers is Urbanization
AV AR PR T H ST H SR B YR AR R R & o, Agricultural
activity’s strong reliance on land and other natural
resources

FELRNE BARRIREE A B, ARRGEZ, NI SCRC AR H AR 95 5 = ik 2D
Under the conditions of fixed natural resources, the more farmers are, the less
per capita disposable agricultural natural resource will be.

A B A S e | , The less

per capita disposable agricultural natural
resource is,

WA

ANV BOfE LLSe I 2 s, ARME 57 3 A B AT Ry, AR B AR WO A e B
LL#E 5 the more difficult it is to realize scale operation, to improve agricultural
production efficiency, and to increase farmers’ income
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The Fundamental Route for Reducing Chinese Farmers is
Urbanization

—E NN, REFERRER, 2K (BZ,
T ) BRI B Mﬁ'ﬁf‘&&ﬂ.ﬂ’]%?ﬂﬂi
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Some people think that many young and middle-aged
farmers come to work in cities will make women and old
people the main working force engaged in agricultural
activity and jeopardize the steady development of
agriculture sector. Such concerns is not well founded

because of 3 reasons:

Workshop on China’s Rural Electrification
11



L - 7 a1y 351100 Y S Y SR S R A

The Fundamental Route for Reducing Chinese
Farmers is Urbanization

n FHFEHRRE RIS , only the redundant labors
come to work in cities

NN AN F75) Ty 1.8 2 453 kw2 this will not influence the total
supply of agricultural labors

m TRIFESEARNFHFD, YL IELRYE K science
and technology progress and the wide
application of agricultural machines and
equipment
AN s D 7 BN RA K 2@ L M1 7 5 4 /&K
## the labor input needed by agricultural production will massively

_ reduce and the labor intensity of agricultural production will see
enormous reduction
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The Fundamental Route for Reducing Chinese
Farmers is Urbanization

NF—NEEc-8EMitRERERIA | fora
farmer family with 0.4-0.54 hectares of arable
land,

U SFH . TR, FAEFEAN 55 T4 iy, XI5 h—
L Aold people and women stay home and
perform farming and husbandry, young and middle-aged

people leave home to engage in industrial or commercial
activities can earn some extra income
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Stagnancy in the development of rural China is due to insufficient
city development

e X E G| L ME P58 E,
LT eTRIL K, science and technology progress,
the establishment and gradual optimization of socialist

market economy regime, and the overall tendency of
economic globalization

A am A ks T rp AR ARG R A e AR T G RO MR T R
JEBNIZE . ARA B A R BAT T I TT H A JiE ,  BOAGRE Il ) A R Rl Ay
—{&, Strongly impact the traditional lifestyle and production patterns of
rural China and significantly change the development track of rural
China. Rural areas’ development increasingly relies on city development
and more and more integrates with city development.
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Accelerating urbanization can promote rural modernization

AR LT A R TR I R . The next few decades is a
beriod of accelerating urbanization in China

EYR AR B, RA ). . BEEERKE R IR s
T WIRILS: . In the period of accelerating urbanization, the massive

low of such elements as rural labors, land, and fund to cities is
Inevitable

MIETT & e, ekt il EwNE ) BIRHL T, KEXKIR
BESATIOR A& H] KT 8&in terms of city development, even whe
cities face enormous unemployment pressure, the inflow of
enormous farmers still bring about more benefits than

—disadvantages
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Accelerating urbanization can promote rural modernization

Ho—, HurgkmAR R4y by b E Sk E gk 5730 111940 %, Ik ieqT 5k EC
28 B A TTARAT

First, migrant farmers now make up around 40% of the working force in
Chinese cities and their existence is indispensable to the functioning
and development of cities

Fe, B RORIH ) 32 22 2 I 2R B8 S5 3R B AR B B 2, 55 T Bgli b 1 o
RHEIBEA K.

Second, migrant farmers mainly take tough, dirty, tiring, and dangerous posts

with low payment and they are unlikely to directly compete with urban
residents for job opportunities
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Accelerating urbanization can promote rural modernization

H=, NRBUFADGE T REBUN, 1 H2 AR REBUR . AN 573 77 B3R 530
TR Rk AR Ik, AR RO gl L2 [FIAE 2 BUR B 54T

Third, people’s government should represent not only interests of urban
residents, but also the interests of farmers. Rural labor redundancy and
jobless urban residents are both unemployment, it is also the
government’s responsibility to create jobs for farmers.

%m,§§%~\%iﬁﬂ%ﬁiﬁﬁmﬁ%,%EF%%%&%%%%%%%

HP

Fourth, with labor and production efficiency imporvement in the primary and the
secondary sectors, the tertiary sector will gradually become the major
source of new jobs.

Fh, SEEERIRTEFEMRNZ . . L 7. HE . BARER S, A5 A GE
HRKER K

Fifth, the migrant farmers have to solve their eating, clothing, sheltering,
mobility, education, and entertainment problems, which can also create
enormous demand
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China’s rural modernization shall be harminzed with urbanization
and the boostmq effects to rural development

FREIW 2 K ES Z?Ffflbﬁrjﬁ?, A Ei)ﬁr?ﬁl
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Harmonizing urban and rural development is to take
cities as the model for rural development, not the
contrary. Rural modernization construction must be
quided by rational thinking and integrating the wisdom
of different stakeholders, and conduct foresighted
policy system designing.
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China’s rural modernization shall be harminzed with urbanization
and the boosting effects to rural development

ORISR B E BRI E
@INERARN R MR T B M=% .

@CFFRMETFN, Rl AL BAERKRE.

@SZHRFE LR A PR FE I .
OSCRFARFT A SR R %
O FFITRRARAT INFUE HTL 55
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China’s rural modernization shall be harminzed with urbanization
and the boosting effects to rural development

T 18 [ 5 R I 22 3% 52 Fr

e RN IR %, I %,

AR VAL B R IR _ERHAT I 2 Gi s k] BT
State support to rural modernization, rural
modernization construction, and urban
modernization construction, should be based

on urban and rural harmonization at a higher
level and overall coordination
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China’s Rural Modernization and Urbanization
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Thank You!

HEN  PEHSINFRETRREHEHRRE PO

2005%3H

City Development and Environment Research Center, CASS,

March 2005
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