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Some people said North Korea would not survive the end of the USSR and dissolution 
of the Soviet bloc. Some people said Kim Jong Il’s likely tenure could be measured in 
months. Some people said that North Korea was on the verge of collapse in 1997; some 
people, in fact, proclaimed that the economy had already collapsed.

What sorts of myths and misperceptions do we entertain and perpetuate that make it 
difficult for us to deal with North Korea coherently?

Robert Carlin is a 2007 Pantech Fellow and has been a visiting fellow at the Center for 
International Security and Cooperation at Stanford University since 2005. After receiv-
ing an A.M degree from Harvard University’s East Asian Regional Studies program, 
he joined the Central Intelligence Agency in 1971. From 1974 to 1988, he was a senior 
North Korea media analyst in the Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS), where 
he received the director of the CIA’s Exceptional Analyst Award. From 1989 to 2002, 
he was the chief of the Northeast Asia Division in the State Department’s Bureau of 
Intelligence and Research. Concurrently, from 1993 to 2002, Mr. Carlin served as senior 
policy advisor to the U.S. special envoy for talks with North Korea, taking part in every 
significant set of U.S.-DPRK negotiations of which there were many--during those years. 
From 2003 to 2005, Mr. Carlin was senior political advisor to the executive director of 
the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO), leading numerous 
KEDO negotiating teams to the DPRK. Altogether, he has made 25 trips to North Korea.

Friday, February 15, 2008, 12:00pm–1:15pm
Philippines Conference Room, Encina Hall, third floor
616 Serra Street, Stanford University Campus

This program is free and open to the public. Reservations are 
required.  Lunch will be provided for those who RSVP via
http://ksp.stanford.edu/events by Tuesday, February 12.  For more 
information, please contact Heather Ahn at hjahn@stanford.edu.


